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Sauk County
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505 Broadway
Baraboo, W1 53913

Phone: 608-355-3250
Fax: 608-355-3550
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YEPSisa program for ALL youth, families,
and youth organizationsof Sauk County.

The goal of YEPSisto provide an opportu-

nity for youth and familiesto participate in

environmental ssewardship service-
learning projects. Participantshave an
opportunity to help plant

prairies, collect acorns, build rain gardens

in local cities, build nature trails, collect
prairie seeds, and much more!
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Thisspring, YEPSprovided a vital link in
a recent forest improvement project at
White Mound County Park. After the
ironwood and grapevineswere cut
from thisarea last winter, YEPSplanted
1,000 red oak seedlingsinto forest
openings. They learned that planting
the oakswasdone for future wildlife,
timber, and aesthetic benefits. Park
Manager Seve Koenig and DNR
Forester Rick Livingston demonstrated
properseedling handling and planting
with a tree bar. The kidsthen planted
and marked each seedling with a
square of tissue paper so they could
easly see where they had been. “They
planted the treesin 2-3 hoursand did

Devil'slLake Sate Park hasstarted a
volunteer effort to help control the
spread of Garlic Mustard at the park.
Volunteersare solicited via “Wanted”
postershung throughout the park to
help nab thiscool-season biennial
herb. Known in these pantsasnothing
but a low-down weed, it also goesby
the aliasAlliaria petiolata. Thisgarden
plant gone bad escaped from
cultivation decadesago and now
threatensto take overourwoodlands!
In itsbid forwoodland dominance it
hasalready snuffed the life out of

UPCOMING PROJECTS:

July 29 Bat House Building & Monitoring

7-9 p.m. Devil's Lake State Park

August 23 Tug-a-Suckle
2-4p.m.  Riverland Conservancy

a great job!” said Rick Livingston. Also
nearthe end of the day, they pulled
garlic mustard seedlingsto help
prevent itsfurther spread.

millionsof native wildflowersby
crowding and shading them without
mercy! Help isdesperately needed!
Visitorsto the park are implored to
become a memberof the Mustard
Militia! They are urged to adopt a small
area of the parkto patrol'! Woodlands
along the trails, campgrounds,
entrance roadsand Parfrey’sGlen are
allthreatened! To save ourwoodlands,
vistorsare urged to pullit out by its
rootsupon sight. Induction into the
Militia ismade easy! Informational
(Continued on page 2)
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packetson joining are available at the Devil'sLake nature center, park office or by e-mailing at
David.Bouche @dnr.state.wi.us. The packet includesinformation on how to easlly identify thispungent
smelling herb, how to pick it and how to dispose of it. Recipesfor eating it are also included! Helping in the
cause, the YEPScrew has“adopted” a plot of hillside nearthe nature center. Youth from the crew, local
schoolsand parentshave volunteered theirtime twice thisspring to help stop the spread of thisaggressive
invasive plant. Their effortsare helping to keep the forest community of Devil'sLake healthy and diverse.
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YEPSvolunteershelped The Nature
Conservancy stewardship volunteers
plant a forest at the Baxter' sHollow
Preserve on May 7th and 8thin the
Baraboo Hillsalong Happy Hill Road.
Volunteersbegan arriving early
Saturday morning to prepare the tree
seedlingsfor planting. They pruned
rootsand organized into work groups.
By late morning 50-60 volunteershad
gathered. Because of the magnificent
turn out, all of the root pruning was
completed by 11:00 a.m. on Saturday,
and hand planting of the shrubswas
completed by noon. A machine tree
planteraided in planting the
remaining sectionsof land, which were
easly accessble to a tractorand
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planter. Good weather prevailed on
both days. By the end of the weekend,
approximately 5,000 red oak seedlings
and a combined total of 500 white
pine seedlingsand wild life shrub
saplingswere planted on 6to 7 acres.
The project wascompleted by

5:00 p.m.on Sunday. The Nature
Conservancy would like to thank all of
these great volunteers!

On Earth Day, Pineview Hementary Schooland Reedsburg Area High
Shool studentsalong with YEPS Sauk County Land Conservation, and
other community volunteersplanted seven separate wetland depressions
in an existing waterway at Pineview Hementary. These depressonswill
help retain and recycle excesswaterand
will also serve assmall wetland habitsfor
observation and classsoom activities.
Through participation, youth learmned about
water conservation and the creation of

wetland habitats. A bridge and walkway
were also installed to provide dry and safe accessfrom a playground to other
areasofthe school property aswellasconnecting the soccerfield. Thiswasa
school-based YEPSproject where YEPSmembersasssted with the project’s
development and installation. Local busnessesand organizationsdonated
materialsand money forthe plantsand equipment.
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On May 31 and June 1, North Freedom
BHementary School studentsalong with YEPS
Sauk County Land Conservation, and other
community volunteersplanted prairie transplants
in an ongoing prairie restoration project. This
prairie hasbeen a labor of love which began
many yearsago by Jane Hawley Sevenswhen
heroldest child wasin school there. The prairie
providesmany opportunitiesforeducation on
plant communities, wildlife habitat, insect use, as
wellasgood opportunitiesto discussthe benefits
of native plantson the planet. Thiswasa school-
based YEPSproject, and the Sauk County
Chapter of PheasantsForeverdonated fundsfor
the plants.
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Last December, YEPScoordinator, Jessica
Jens, applied fora 4-Haward, the
Wisconsin Association of 4-H Youth
Development Professionals Suc c essful
Program. YEPSwon! Recently, YEPS
membersJessica Jens, Penny Pohle, and
Tiffany Pohle accepted thisaward at a
4-Hbanquet in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.




