
YEPS is a  p rogram for ALL youth, families, 
and  youth organiza tions of Sauk County. 
The goa l of YEPS is to p rovide an opportu-
nity for youth and  families to partic ipate in  

environmenta l stewardship  servic e-
lea rning p rojec ts. Partic ipants have an 

opportunity to help  p lant  
p ra iries, c ollec t ac orns, build  ra in gardens 

in loc a l c ities, build  na ture tra ils, c ollec t 
p ra irie seeds, and  muc h more! 

West Square Build ing 
505 Broadway 
Baraboo, WI 53913 

http:/ / www.uwex.edu/ c es/ c ty/
sauk/ 4h/ YEPS.html 

Phone: 608-355-3250 
Fax: 608-355-3550  
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Yo uth Env iro nm e nta l Pro je c ts o f 
Sa uk  Co unty  
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This sp ring , YEPS p rovided  a  vita l link in 
a  rec ent forest improvement p rojec t a t 
White Mound  County Pa rk. After the 
ironwood  and  grapevines were c ut 
from this a rea  last w inter, YEPS p lanted  
1,000 red  oak seed lings into forest 
openings. They lea rned  tha t p lanting 
the oaks was done for future w ild life, 
timber, and  aesthetic  benefits. Pa rk 
Manager Steve Koenig  a nd  DNR 
Forester Ric k Livingston demonstra ted  
p roper seed ling  hand ling  and  p lanting 
w ith a  tree ba r. The kids then p lanted  
and  marked  eac h seed ling  w ith a  
squa re of tissue paper so they c ould  
easily see where they ha d  been. “ They 
p lanted  the trees in 2-3 hours and  d id  

a  g rea t job !”  sa id  Ric k Livingston. Also 
nea r the end  of the day, they pulled  
ga rlic  musta rd  seed lings to help  
p revent its further sp read . 
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Devil’ s Lake Sta te Pa rk has sta rted  a  
volunteer effort to help  c ontrol the 
sp read  of Garlic  Musta rd  a t the pa rk. 
Volunteers a re solic ited  via  “ Wanted ”  
posters hung throughout the pa rk to 
help  nab  this c ool-season b iennia l 
herb . Known in these pa rts as nothing 
but a  low-down weed , it a lso goes by 
the a lias Allia ria  petiola ta . This ga rden 
p lant gone bad  esc aped  from 
c ultiva tion dec ades ago and  now 
threa tens to take over our wood lands! 
In its b id  for wood land  dominanc e it 
has a lready snuffed  the life out of 

millions of na tive w ild flowers by 
c rowd ing  and  shad ing  them w ithout 
merc y! Help  is despera tely needed ! 
Visitors to the pa rk a re imp lored  to 
bec ome a  member of the Musta rd  
Militia ! They a re urged  to adop t a  sma ll 
a rea  of the pa rk to pa trol! Wood lands 
a long the tra ils, c ampgrounds, 
entranc e roads and  Pa rfrey’ s Glen a re 
a ll threa tened ! To save our wood lands, 
visitors a re urged  to pull it out by its 
roots upon sight. Induc tion into the 
Militia  is made easy! Informa tiona l 

(Continued on page 2) 
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UPCOMING PROJECTS: 
 
July 29     Bat House Building & Monitoring 
7-9 p.m.   Devil’s Lake State Park  
 
August 23  Tug-a-Suckle  
2-4 p.m.      Riverland Conservancy 
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(Continued from page 1) 

pac kets on joining  a re ava ilab le a t the Devil’ s La ke na ture c enter, pa rk offic e or by e-ma iling  a t  
David .Bouc he@dnr.sta te.w i.us. The pac ket inc ludes informa tion on how to easily identify this pungent 
smelling  herb , how to p ic k it and  how to d ispose of it. Rec ipes for ea ting  it a re a lso inc luded ! Help ing  in the 
c ause, the YEPS c rew has “ adop ted ”  a  p lot of hillside nea r the na ture c enter. Youth from the c rew, loc a l 
sc hools and  pa rents have volunteered  their time tw ic e this sp ring  to help  stop  the sp read  of this aggressive 
invasive p lant. Their efforts a re help ing  to keep  the forest c ommunity of Devil’ s Lake hea lthy and  d iverse.  

p lanter.  Good  wea ther p reva iled  on 
both days. By the end  of the weekend , 
app roxima tely 5,000 red  oak seed lings 
and  a  c omb ined  tota l of 500 white 
p ine seed lings and  w ild  life shrub  
sap lings were p lanted  on 6 to 7 ac res.  
The p rojec t was c omp leted  by        
5:00 p .m. on Sunday.  The Na ture 
Conservanc y would  like to thank a ll of 
these grea t volunteers!�

YEPS volunteers helped  The Na ture 
Conservanc y stewardship  volunteers 
p lant a  forest a t the Baxter’ s Hollow  
Preserve on May 7th and  8th in the 
Ba raboo Hills a long Happy Hill Road .  
Volunteers began a rriving  ea rly 
Sa turday morning  to p repa re the tree 
seed lings for p lanting . They p runed  
roots and  organized  into work g roups.  
By la te morning  50-60 volunteers had  
ga thered .  Bec ause of the magnific ent 
turn out, a ll o f the root p runing  was 
c omp leted  by 11:00 a .m. on Sa turda y, 
and  hand  p lanting  of the shrubs was 
c omp leted  by noon.  A mac hine tree 
p lanter a ided  in p lanting  the 
rema ining  sec tions of land , whic h were 
easily ac c essib le to a  trac tor and  
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Some of you ma y want to ea rn more YEPS hours so you c an c ome a long on the Grea t Americ a  trip  or roc k 
c limb ing  day a t Devil’ s Lake in August.  Do you need  more hours?  Remember tha t only 50% of your hours 
need  to c ome from orga nized  YEPS p rojec ts.  The other 50% of hours c an b e ea rned  through 
environmenta l stewardship  p rojec ts you pa rtic ipa te in on your own or w ith other organiza tions.  In order to 
get c red it for non-YEPS hours, you must c omp lete a  youth environmenta l stewardship  rec ord  for ea c h 
p rojec t.  This sheet is a lmost identic a l to the one you c omp lete a fter eac h YEPS p rojec t.  Cop ies of this 
sheet c an be downloaded  from the website or ob ta ined  from a  YEPS c oord ina tor a t any future YEPS 
p rojec t.  When it is c omp leted , ma il it to Jessic a  Jens a t 505 Broadway, Ba raboo WI 53913.  If you need  
more YEPS hours, don’ t forget about the self-d irec ted  YEPS p rojec ts.  Currently we have a  b lueb ird  house 
monitoring  self-d irec ted  p rojec t.  At the end  of July, we’ ll be kic king  off a  ba t house monitoring  p rojec t.  
We a lso have p lans to c oord ina te a  purp le loosestrife survey self-d irec ted  p rojec t in ea rly August.  If you 
would  like to rec eive these ma teria ls, c ontac t Jessic a  (jessic a .jens@c es.uwex.ed u or 355-3255), and  she w ill 
ma il them to you or a ttend  a  YEPS p rojec t.  Wa tc h your ma il, the website (sauk.uwex.ed u/ 4h/ YEPS.html) 
and  this newsletter for the informa tion as it’ s ava ilab le. 
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On May 31 and  June 1, North Freed om 
Elementa ry Sc hool students a long w ith YEPS, 
Sauk County Land  Conserva tion, and  other 
c ommunity volunteers p lanted  p ra irie transp lants 
in an ongoing  p ra irie restora tion p rojec t.  This 
p ra irie has been a  labor of love whic h began 
many yea rs ago by Jane Hawley Stevens when 
her oldest c hild  was in sc hool there.  The p ra irie 
p rovides many opp ortunities for educ a tion on 
p lant c ommunities, w ild life hab ita t, insec t use, as 
well as good  opportunities to d isc uss the benefits 
of na tive p lants on the p lanet.  This was a  sc hool-
based  YEPS p rojec t, and  the Sauk County 
Chap ter of Pheasants Forever dona ted  fund s for 
the p lants.   

Last Dec ember, YEPS c oord ina tor, Jessic a  
Jens, app lied  for a  4-H award , the 
Wisc onsin Assoc ia tion of 4-H Youth 
Development Professiona ls Suc c essful 
Program.  YEPS won! Rec ently, YEPS 
members Jessic a  Jens, Penny Pohle, and  
Tiffany Pohle ac c ep ted  this award  a t a    
4-H banquet in Milwa ukee, Wisc onsin. 
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On Ea rth Day, Pineview Elementa ry Sc hool and  Reedsburg  Area  High 
Sc hool stud ents a long w ith YEPS, Sauk County Land  Conserva tion, and  
other c ommunity volunteers p lanted  seven sepa ra te wetland  dep ressions 
in an existing  waterway a t Pineview Elementa ry.  These dep ressions w ill 
help  reta in and  rec yc le exc ess wa ter and  
w ill a lso serve as sma ll wetland  hab its for 
observa tion and  c lassroom ac tivities.  
Through pa rtic ipa tion, youth lea rned  about 
water c onserva tion and  the c rea tion of 
wetland  hab ita ts. A b rid ge and  wa lkway 

were a lso insta lled  to p rovide d ry and  sa fe ac c ess from a  p layground  to other 
a reas of the sc hool p rop erty as well as c onnec ting  the soc c er fie ld .  This was a  
sc hool-based  YEPS p rojec t where YEPS members assisted  w ith the p rojec t’ s 
development and  insta lla tion.  Loc a l businesses a nd  organiza tions dona ted  
ma teria ls and  money for the p lants and  equipment.   

 

REWARDS UPDATE 
 

Culvers Custard Cone Certific ate  
1 Hour–407 Ava ilab le  

 Yo-yo  
 2 Hours-7 Ava ilab le 

Four Elements Herbal Lip Balm  
2 Hours-90 Ava ilab le 

Pirates Cove Adventure Golf Pass  
3 Hours-25 Ava ilab le 

Timber Falls Adventure Golf Pass  
3 Hours-20 Ava ilab le 

International Crane Foundation  
Entranc e Pass  

3 Hours-Unlimited  Ava ilab le 
Star Cinema (Reedsburg) Movie Tic ket  

4 Hours-24 Ava ilab le 
Wiley's Woods (@ Great Wolf Lodge) Pass  

4 Hours-15 Ava ilab le 
Al Ringling  Theatre Movie Tic ket  

4 Hours-8 Ava ilab le 
Disc over Sc uba Class from 3 Little Devils  

5 Hours-10 Ava ilab le 
Four Elements Herbal Salve  

5 Hours-50 Ava ilab le 
Roc k Climbing Day at Devil's Lake State Park  

10 Hours-30 Ava ilab le 
 Bus Trip  to Six Flags Great Americ a (inc ludes bus 

trip  & park tic ket)  
33 Hours-10 Ava ilab le 
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