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Come and celebrate al l of the good YEPS 
accomplishments from this past  year on     
January 21 at  our  End-of-Year Celebrat ion.  
I t  is sure to be a great  t ime!  

I f we have snow, we plan on cross country 
ski ing.  I f we don’t  have snow, we’l l  go on a 
hike, play some games, and maybe make a 
cool environmental project .  We might  do 
these things even i f we have snow!   

Al l  youth who are at  the celebrat ion wi l l  be 
recognized for  the hours they cont r ibuted to 
Sauk County natural resources in 2006.  
There wi l l  be di fferent  types of chi l i  
avai lable, and together  we wi l l  make a 
“Desser t  Bar” for  al l to enjoy.   

The celebrat ion wi l l  take place at  the 
River land Conservancy si te where we pulled 

Honeysuckle this year .  The Conservancy is 
located on the east  side of H ighway 113 just  
south of Devi l ’s Lake State Park.  Watch for  
YEPS signs to guide you to parking and the 
celebrat ion. 

I f you wi l l  be at tending, please RSVP Jessica 
Jens at  355-3255 or  jessica.jens@ces.uwex.edu 
by January 17.  We wi l l  be making a 
cer t ificate for  al l  of the youth who RSVP and 
let  us know they are coming.  

Remember  to dress warm, because we wi l l  be 
outside some of the t ime.  I f you have skis and 
there is snow, please br ing your  skis  along. 
We’l l  have some for  people to bor row as well .   

Final ly, br ing your energy and a plate of 
goodies to pass as par t  of our  “Desser t  Bar .” 
Hope to see you al l there! 
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Par t icipants at  the 
bat  house bui lding 
project  on August  25 
at  Devi l ’s Lake 
State Park were 
able to learn quite a 
bit  about  bats.  
University of 
Wisconsin-
Plat tevi l le Biology 

Inst ructor  Jeff 
Huebschmann brought  some bats for  everyone to 
observe and touch i f they wished – some moms were 
proud  of themselves for  actual ly touching a l ive bat !   
 
For  animals found in Wisconsin, there are three 
opt ions for  deal ing with the winter  season: avoid i t  by 
migrat ing to warmer  regions, remaining and deal ing 
with the cold weather  and reduced food supply, and 
hibernat ion.  The third opt ion involves staying in 
Wisconsin, but  the animals great ly reduce their  
act ivi ty and survive on  fat  accumulated dur ing the 
summer months. 
 
The Red Bat , Hoary Bat , and Si lver -Haired Bat  are 
Wisconsin’s migratory species.  Bat  migratory routes 
and dest inat ions are not  as wel l  known as those of 

birds, but  i t  is l ikely that  many of our  resident  bats 
spend their  winter  in the southern states where they 
cont inue to stay act ive.  Because al l  of Wisconsin’s bats 
eat  flying insects, their  food source is not  avai lable to 
them dur ing the winter  months.  The L i t t le Brown Bat , 
Nor thern Long-Eared Myot is, Big Brown Bat , and 
Eastern Pipist rel le are Wisconsin’s hibernat ing species.  
Some of these may migrate a shor t  distance to 
hibernate, and others hibernate where they l ived 
dur ing their  summers.  These bats are largely inact ive 
dur ing hibernat ion unt i l  spr ing. 
 
Spr ing is a season of new l i fe for  bats just  as i t  is for  
many other  organisms.  I n spr ing migrat ing species 
return to Wisconsin, hibernators arouse, and al l  bats 
disperse to their  prefer red habitats.  The female bats 
become pregnant , congregate in maternity colonies, and 
later  give bir th to one or  two pup bats.  Males of many 
species are sol i tary or  roost  
in small  bachelor  colonies.  
The sexes won’t  come 
together  again unt i l  the 
summer is over  when 
mat ing occurs and the bats 
begin their  annual cycle al l  
over  again. 

When was the last  t ime you not iced the local storm drain on your  
st reet? Many towns and ci t ies in Wisconsin have storm drains 
along st reets and within parking lots.  These drains help remove 
storm water  that  might  otherwise accumulate on these impervious 
sur faces and cause flooding.  They almost  always lead direct ly to 
local waterways, including st reams, r ivers, and lakes without  
being t reated to remove pol lutants.  Because storm water  t ravels 
across st reets, dr iveways, yards, or  park ing lots before enter ing a 
drain, i t  can accumulate contaminants such as oi l , ant i freeze, 
gasol ine, soi l , l i t ter , pet  waste, yard care chemicals, and yard 
waste.   

I f runoff from only one yard entered a local waterway through the 
storm drain, water  qual i ty might  not  be affected very much.However , when runoff from hundreds or  thousands of 
yards or  parking lots enters a waterway, the effect  on water  qual i ty is more significant .  Cumulat ive effects of 
pol luted storm water  from one community can cause beach closings, excessive aquat ic plant  growth, or  degraded 
water  qual i ty which can affect  fish and other  aquat ic organisms© survival.  

On September  10th, YEPS volunteers came out  to lend a hand to conquer  our  “draining” issue.  They helped out  by 
spray paint ing the words “Dump No Waste, Drains to River ” on over  30 drains around Sauk City and hung 
informat ional brochures on the house doors near  these drains to inform local residents about  this environmental  
problem.  A great  t ime was had by al l  and some even left  with blue hands!  Look forward to another  one of these 
projects at  another  locat ion in 2007.  
(excerpted from WAV volunteers website: ht tp://clean-water .uwex.edu/wav/stormdrain/index.htm) 
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As the year  is quickly coming to end, so are the funds for  the WEEB 
grant  that  YEPS received.  After  working with many classrooms this 
spr ing, we st i l l  had some t ime to squeeze in a couple more projects 
this fal l .  Here are the latest  projects: 
-Loganvi l le Elementary 3rd graders decided that  they would l ike to 
grow t rees to plant  in the local community.  They const ructed three 
raised garden beds that  wi l l  be used to grow t rees from seed and keep 
seedlings.  The boxes are located r ight  outside their  classroom win-
dow so that  they can keep an eye on them al l  year  long!   
-Baraboo 4th graders at  Gordon L. Wilson Elementary wil l  be teaching 

each other  about  the logging history of Wisconsin.  They wil l  do this in December  through presentat ions 
to their  fel low classmates and creat ing pages to make a book about  forest  history for  their  school  l ibrary.   
 
This grant  al lowed us to under take projects with over  eight  classrooms across the county, which included 
over  250 students!  A manual on how to do your  own forest ry service-learning project  with your  own group 
of youth wil l  be avai lable soon!  I f you are interested in receiving one, please email  Becca Kates at      
beccasexton@hotmail .com.   

     On November  4, 2006, The Sauk Prair ie 
Conservat ion Al l iance hosted their  third annual 
Prair ie Fest ival .  With the help of YEPS volunteers, 
they scat tered prair ie 
seed that  was 
col lected dur ing the 
summer and fal l  and 
celebrated another 
year  of restorat ion 
work at  the Badger 
Army Ammunit ion 
Plant .   
     Restor ing nat ive 
ecosystems is hard 
work and requires long-term management  goals.  
Volunteers are cr i t ical  for  them to be successful  in 
control l ing invasive species and establ ishing prair ie 
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On Saturday, June 3, YEPS par t icipated in the Nat ional Trai ls Day event  by helping to 
maintain a local  sect ion of the I ce Age Trai l  near  Baraboo. They were busy cut t ing back 
branches and brush that  were over taking the t rai l  and picking up the occasional piece of 
l i t ter . The Baraboo Chapter  of the I ce Age Trai l  and Foundat ion sponsored this event , 
and they are always looking for  addit ional help managing the t rai l  r ight  here in Sauk 
County. Check out  the website ht tp://www.devi lslakewisconsin.com/iceage/index.html for  
more information about  this great  t rai l  and how to help. 
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wildl i fe habitat  in areas that  were once lawns, 
pastures, or  even old parking lots!  The Al l iance looks 
forward to involving YEPS in their  restorat ion work 
next  year , when they wil l  be pul l ing invasive species, 
col lect ing prair ie seed, establ ishing their  
prair ie nursery, and plant ing seed in their  
prair ie restorat ions.  Congratulat ions to the 
volunteers on their  hard work!  Thanks to these 
volunteers, the Sauk Prair ie Conservat ion Al l iance 
was able to reach more than 1,000 volunteer  hours in 
2006, and we have even higher  goals for  2007! 
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-Holtz Lime, Gravel & Excavating, Inc.  

-Baraboo Wal-Mart 

-Four Elements, LLC 

-Star Cinema (AGT Enterprises, Inc.) 

-3 Little Devils  

-Al Ringling Theatre 

-Timber Falls Adventure Golf 

-International Crane Foundation 

-Flambeau Plastics Company 

-Pirates Cove Adventure Golf  

-Great Wolf Lodge (Wiley's Woods) 

-Saputo Cheese USA, Inc.  
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-Wisconsin Environmental Education Board 

-Dave Fordham Fund (Operated through the Baraboo Range Preservation 
Association) 

-Alliant Energy, Environmental Health & Safety Department 

-The Gerber Foundation  

-Badgerland Farm Credit Services  

-The Nature Conservancy  

-Unity Health Insurance 

-SSM Health Care of Wisconsin  

-David & Denise Statz 

-Davis Duehr Dean - Baraboo  

-Bank of Prairie du Sac 

-Wisconsin Metals 
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