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Come and celebrate all of the good YEPS
accomplishments from this past year on
January 21 at our End-of-Year Celebration.
It issuretobe a great time!

If we have snow, we plan on cross country
skiing. If we don't have snow, we'll goon a
hike, play some games, and maybe make a
cool environmental project. We might do
these things even if we have snow!

All youth who are at the celebration will be
recognized for the hours they contributed to
Sauk County natural resources in 2006.
There will be different types of chili
available, and together we will make a
“Dessert Bar” for all to enjoy.

The celebration will take place at the
Riverland Conservancy site where we pulled

Honeysuckle this year. The Conservancy is
located on the east side of Highway 113 just
south of Devil’s Lake State Park. Watch for
YEPS signs to guide you to parking and the
celebration.

If you will be attending, please RSVP Jessica
Jens at 355-3255 or jessica.jens@ces.uwex.edu
by January 17. We will be making a
certificate for all of the youth who RSVP and
let us know they are coming.

Remember to dress warm, because we will be
outside some of thetime. If you have skis and
thereis snow, please bring your skis along.
We'll have some for people to borrow as well.

Finally, bring your energy and a plate of
goodies to pass as part of our “Dessert Bar.”
Hopeto see you all there!
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Participants at the
bat house building
project on August 25
at Devil’s Lake
State Park were
abletolearn quitea
bit about bats.
University of
Wisconsin-
Platteville Biology
Instructor Jeff
Huebschmann brought some bats for everyone to
observe and touch if they wished — some moms were
proud of themselves for actually touching a live bat!

For animals found in Wisconsin, there are three
options for dealing with the winter season: avoid it by
migrating to warmer regions, remaining and dealing
with the cold weather and reduced food supply, and
hibernation. The third option involves staying in
Wisconsin, but the animals greatly reduce their
activity and survive on fat accumulated during the
summer months.

The Red Bat, Hoary Bat, and Silver-Haired Bat are
Wisconsin’'s migratory species. Bat migratory routes
and destinations are not as well known as those of
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birds, but it islikely that many of our resident bats
spend their winter in the southern states where they
continue to stay active. Because all of Wisconsin’s bats
eat flying insects, their food source is not available to
them during the winter months. The Little Brown Bat,
Northern Long-Eared Myaotis, Big Brown Bat, and
Eastern Pipistrelle are Wisconsin’s hibernating species.
Some of these may migrate a short distanceto
hibernate, and others hibernate where they lived
during their summers. These bats are largely inactive
during hibernation until spring.

Spring is a season of new life for batsjust asit is for
many other organisms. In spring migrating species
return to Wisconsin, hibernators arouse, and all bats
dispersetotheir preferred habitats. The female bats
become pregnant, congregate in maternity colonies, and
later give birth to one or two pup bats. Males of many

species are solitary or roost
in small bachelor colonies.
The sexes won't come
together again until the
summer is over when
mating occurs and the bats
begin their annual cycle all
over again.
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projects at another location in 2007.

When was the last time you noticed the local storm drain on your
street? Many towns and cities in Wisconsin have storm drains
along streets and within parking lots. These drains help remove
storm water that might otherwise accumulate on these impervious
surfaces and cause flooding. They almost always lead directly to
local waterways, including streams, rivers, and lakes without
being treated to remove pollutants. Because storm water travels
across streets, driveways, yards, or parking lots before entering a
drain, it can accumulate contaminants such as ail, antifreeze,
gasoline, sail, litter, pet waste, yard care chemicals, and yard

If runoff from only one yard entered a local waterway through the
storm drain, water quality might not be affected very much.However, when runoff from hundreds or thousands of
yards or parking lots enters a waterway, the effect on water quality is more significant. Cumulative effects of
polluted storm water from one community can cause beach closings, excessive aquatic plant growth, or degraded
water quality which can affect fish and other aquatic organisms@Gsurvival.

On September 10th, YEPS volunteers came out to lend a hand to conquer our “draining” issue. They helped out by
spray painting the words “Dump No Waste, Drains to River” on over 30 drains around Sauk City and hung
informational brochures on the house doors near these drains to inform local residents about this environmental
problem. A great time was had by all and some even left with blue hands! Look forward to another one of these

(excerpted from WAV volunteers website: http://clean-water.uwex.edu/wav/stormdrain/index.htm)
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As the year is quickly coming to end, so are the funds for the WEEB
grant that YEPS received. After working with many classrooms this
spring, we still had some time to squeeze in a couple more projects
thisfall. Here are the latest projects:
-Loganville Elementary 3rd graders decided that they would like to
grow trees to plant in the local community. They constructed three
raised garden beds that will be used to grow trees from seed and keep
seedlings. The boxes are located right outside their classroom win-
dow sothat they can keep an eye on them all year long!
-Baraboo 4th graders at Gordon L. Wilson Elementary will be teaching
each other about the logging history of Wisconsin. They will do thisin December through presentations
totheir fellow classmates and creating pages to make a book about forest history for their school library.

This grant allowed us to undertake projects with over eight classrooms across the county, which included
over 250 students! A manual on how to do your own forestry service-learning project with your own group
of youth will be available soon! If you are interested in receiving one, please email Becca Kates at
beccasexton@hotmail.com.
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On Saturday, June 3, YEPS participated in the National Trails Day event by helping to

maintain a local section of the Ice Age Trail near Baraboo. They were busy cutting back

branches and brush that were overtaking the trail and picking up the occasional piece of
litter. The Baraboo Chapter of the Ice Age Trail and Foundation sponsored this event,

and they are always looking for additional help managing the trail right here in Sauk
County. Check out the website http://www.devilslakewisconsin.com/iceage/index.html for
more information about this great trail and how to help.
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On November 4, 2006, The Sauk Prairie wildlife habitat in areas that were once lawns,
Conservation Alliance hosted their third annual pastures, or even old parking lots! The Alliance looks
Prairie Festival. With the help of YEPS volunteers,  forward toinvolving YEPS in their restoration work
they scattered prairie o= 5 —— —— c—— —— cnext year, when they will be pulling invasive species,

seed that was D collecting prairie seed, establishing their
collected during the prairie nursery, and planting seed in their
summer and fall and D prairierestorations. Congratulationstothe
celebrated another volunteers on their hard work! Thankstothese
year of restoration D volunteers, the Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance
work at the Badger was able toreach morethan 1,000 volunteer hoursin
Army Ammunition D 2006, and we have even higher goals for 2007!
Plant. D

Restoring native
ecosystems is hard b s s ==

work and requires long-term management goals.
Volunteers are critical for them to be successful in
controlling invasive species and establishing prairie
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-Wisconsin Environmental Education Board -Holtz Lime, Gravel & Excavating, Inc.

-Dave Fordham Fund (Operated through the Baraboo Range Preservation -Baraboo Wal-Mart
Association)
-Four Elements, LLC
-Alliant Energy, Environmental Health & Safety Department
-Star Cinema (AGT Enterprises, Inc.)
-The Gerber Foundation
-3 Little Devils
-Badgerland Farm Credit Services
-Al Ringling Theatre
-The Nature Conservancy
-Timber Falls Adventure Golf

-Unity Health Insurance

-International Crane Foundation
-SSM Health Care of Wisconsin

-Hambeau Plastics Company
-David & Denise Statz

-Pirates Cove Adventure Golf

-Davis Duehr Dean - Baraboo
-Great Wolf Lodge (Wley's Woods)
-Bank of Prairie du Sac
-Saputo Cheese USA, Inc.
-Wisconsin Metals




