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We're On the Web!

www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/
sauk/4h/YEPS.html
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We are excited to provide you with the first YEPSnewsdletter! Thisnewdetter will
arrive in your mailbox three-fourtimesperyearand will provide you and your
family with information about environmental ssewardship projectsin Sauk
County. We hope to highlight some of the many YEPSsuccessesand experi-
encesyou have had in the environment. Tiffany Pohle, a Baraboo High School
student, isthe newsdletter creatorand editor. If you would like to contribute an Y E P
article, please email Tiffany at tiffy_pop @hotmail.com. When possble, future ® L) () .
project announcementswillbe included in thisnewdetter, but please continue

to check the YEPSwebste forthe most current information (www.uwex.edu/

ced cty/sauk/4h/YEPShtml). If you would like to receive YEPSemail updates,
please send an email to Jessica Jensat jessica.jens@cesuwex.edu.

We are looking forward to an amazng year of great environmental YEPSpro-
jectsl We have many new projectsplanned and ideasin progress. Ourgoalisto

offer 1-2 YEPSprojectsper month from March to November, aswellascreate
several "self-directed" YEPSprojectsyou can complete any time of the day (or

night). The YEPSplanning committee isalwayslooking for new volunteers. This

group meetsonce permonth and helpsselect, coordinate, and facilitate all

the YEPSprojects. If you are interested, please contact a member of the com-

mittee (see website). Thank you for your involvement in YEPSand enjoy the
newsletter.

Editor: Tiffany Pohle
On September 27, a group of over 40 children and adultsfrom around Sauk tiffy_pop @hotmail.com
County met to plant a prairie at a former quarry owned by The Kraemer
Company (TKC). Thisprairie seeding waspart of a reclamation plan that The
Kraemer Company had in place in compliance with a state law that requires
non-metallic minesto be reclaimed from their mining condition after mining
ceasesat that location. The Sauk County Planning and Zoning office worked
with The Kraemer Company and YEPSto organize the activity, orderthe seed,
and implement the site preparation.

The Kraemer Company did the site prep by bringing in topsoil to coverthe
guarry floorand grading it out. They then assured that the surface wasdisced
by a local farmerto provide good soil contact on the day the seeding took
place. The area that wasseeded wasapproximately five acres. Most of the
area wasplanted to prairie while part wasplanted to turf grassesto act asa
buffer and firebreak for future activities. The prairie seed type wasdetermined
by Planning & Zoning staff based on soiltypesand native speciesappropriate
forthe area. We planted a mix of grassesand forbs (wildflowers) that are
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

considered a tall grassprairie. At mature establishment, thisprairie mix
could reach heightsof 8 feet tall. Our prairie mix included Big and Little
Bluestem and Indiangrassforgrasses. Wildflowersincluded Purple
Coneflower, Blazingstar, and Rattlesnake Master. Thisisa type of

prairie community that existed priorto European settlement and the
cessation of firesacrossthe landscape. Historically firesand grazing
animalswere the toolsthat maintained the prairiesand kept brush and
treesfrom invading. Once established, thisprairie will require

maintenance including fire and/ormowing. It isthe hope of the YEPS
organization that projectslike thiscan provide ingpiration to the youth

who cooperate in their establishment aswell asthe project sponsors

and othermembersof the community that environmental protection projectsand promotion of
environmental healing are worthwhile endeavorsto continue and promote.

Sauk County PheasantsForever sponsored a 34-acre
prairie planting at Mirror Lake Sate Park on
November 13. The weatherwasdelightfully crisp
and clearwith a light breeze to help spread seed.
Approximately 37 volunteerscame - a nice blend of
YEPS Mirror Lake staff, and
FHiendsof Mirror Lake Sate
Park. These volunteerseach
had a paperbag of prairie
seed mixed with sawdust
and were instructed to
spread the mixture overan
acre marked out by flags.
These seedshad to be spread by hand because
they were too smallto go through the machine that
will plant the other prairie seeds. Thisplanting isjust a
small part of a 500—acre restoration at the Park that
PheasantsForeveris

helping the DNRwith.

They are restoring prairie

in old farm fields, oak

savanna, and oak

woodland. In addition to

planting prairie, they are

using prescribed fire to

encourage native plants,

“Werealize that we
can help all wildlife
specieswhilewe're
helping the pheasant.”
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controlling invasive plantslike wild parsnip, garlic
mustard, and bush honeysuckle. PheasantsForever
hasbeen very supportive of the entire project forthe
past three years, even though only about a third of
the area willbe true pheasant habitat in the future.

“We are a habitat

organization,” said

Craig Shlender,

president of the local

chapter. “We realize

that we can help all

wildlife specieswhile

we’'re helping the

pheasant.” Satewide

PheasantsForever hascreated 104,000 acresof
wildlife habitat since 1985. “In addition, we're
focusing more on youth education these days,”
added Shlender. “They are the future of
conservation.” Each youth volunteerreceived a free
PheasantsForever Ringnecksmembership. Pheasants
Forever hasplansforfour youth activitieseach year
and looksforward to partnering with YEPSon some of
them. To find out more about PheasantsForever,
contact Craig Shlenderat 1106 Tillboerry Drive,
Baraboo, (608) 356-8581.
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We are stillin the processof developing a name for this YEPSnewdetter. We are going to conduct a
contest to get a fresh, creative title that fits YEPSperfectly. Prizeswillbe awarded! If you have any ideas,
contact Tiffany at: tiffy_ pop @hotmail.com. Deadline fortitle suggestionsisMarch 9. Thanks!
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On Sunday, October 24, 2004, youth from the
YEPSprogram went to the International Crane
Foundation to collect prairie seed forthe Aldo
Leopold Foundation. Participantsspent about
two hourson the site learning about prairie and
oak savanna and collecting the seedsof
Showy Goldenrod (Solidago speciosa). In total
they collected almost two poundsof seed, to-
taling around 350,000 individual seeds. Thiswas
a major contribution toward the total needed
of that speciesfora fall planting. The Aldo Leo-
pold Foundation planted 65 acresusing seed
from 66 native prairie plant specieson the
north sde of the Wisconsin

River. Thisprairie willabut a

large wetland restoration,

helping to create an exten-

sive area that isrestored to

the pre-settlement mosaic.
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Thisyear YEPSisplanning on creating some "self-
directed" stewardship projects. These projectswill allow
youth to earn "YEPShours' by participating in organized
stewardship projectsthat youth can complete any
time (such as-bluebird house monitoring, beetle rear-
ing, and gypsy moth monitoring.)

PheasantsForever Ringnecksissponsoring a Bluebird
House Building Day to kick-off the self-directed Bluebird
House Monitoring Project. This YEPSproject willbe on
Saturday, March 12, from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at the
Great Wolf Lodge in Wisconsin Dells. At thisevent, you
willbe able to make several bluebird houses, learn
about monitoring these houses, and leave with infor-
mation about how to complete thisself-directed YEPS
project at home. If you wish to just come forthe
morning, make bluebird houses, and not participate in
the self-directed part of thisproject, that®fine too! As
usual, group activities, an educational program, and
snackswillbe provided. Participantsmust be in 3rd
grade orabove. Younger participantsare welcome,
but an adult must accompany them and help with the
project. Because of the suppliesneeded, please RSVP
Penny Pohle (355-3245 or ppohle@co.sauk.wi.us) by
Fiday, February 25. Watch the website for more
information.

(RN " #



