
� � � � �� � �� � � �� � � � �� � �� � � �� � � � �� � �� � � �� � � � �� � �� � � � �
	 � 
 � �� 
 
 � �� �� �� �� 
 
 �� �� � � � �
 � � � � ��� � � � ��

� � � ��	 � 
 � � � �� � � �� �� �� � ��
 � � �� � �
! " ! � � 
 � � # � � �

 � � � $
 
 %�� &�! ' ( ) ' �* � " � �
+� 
 � � ,�- " . �' ! ! �' * ! " �

/ � 0,�- " . �' ! ! �' ! ! " ��
1� � ,�- " . �' ! ! �' � ( " �

�

� � � � � �� � 	 
� � � � 
 � � � ��� � � �
 � � � �� � �� � � � �
� � � � � � ��� � � � ��

���� � � �� � � �� � �� � � �� � �� � � �� � �� � � � 				

���� 
 � � 
�� 	� � � �
 � � 
�� 	� � � �
 � � 
�� 	� � � �
 � � 
�� 	� � � � 				

���� � �� � 	� 
� � � � 	� � � � 									� �� � 	� 
� � � � 	� � � � 									� �� � 	� 
� � � � 	� � � � 									� �� � 	� 
� � � � 	� � � � 									
� � �� � � � 
� � � �	�� � ��� � �� � � � 
� � � �	�� � ��� � �� � � � 
� � � �	�� � ��� � �� � � � 
� � � �	�� � �� 				

���� � � � � 	
  � � ! � � 	
 � � � 	� � � � 	
  � � ! � � 	
 � � � 	� � � � 	
  � � ! � � 	
 � � � 	� � � � 	
  � � ! � � 	
 � � � 	
� � "  	� ! � 	#� � � $  	� � "  	� ! � 	#� � � $  	� � "  	� ! � 	#� � � $  	� � "  	� ! � 	#� � � $  	

%� � &� 	' � � � � � � � �
 � 	�%� � &� 	' � � � � � � � �
 � 	�%� � &� 	' � � � � � � � �
 � 	�%� � &� 	' � � � � � � � �
 � 	� � �� �� �� �
�  � 
� �
 � ��  � 
� �
 � ��  � 
� �
 � ��  � 
� �
 � � 				

���� ( � 
�� 	) � � ��! 												( � 
�� 	) � � ��! 												( � 
�� 	) � � ��! 												( � 
�� 	) � � ��! 												
�������� � � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � � 				

���� � � * 	) � � ��! 	� � � � 	 +					� � * 	) � � ��! 	� � � � 	 +					� � * 	) � � ��! 	� � � � 	 +					� � * 	) � � ��! 	� � � � 	 +					
, 
� �  � � 
� 	, 
� �  � � 
� 	, 
� �  � � 
� 	, 
� �  � � 
� 					

���� � � � 
� 	- 	� � � 
� � 	� �� �.� � � 
� 	- 	� � � 
� � 	� �� �.� � � 
� 	- 	� � � 
� � 	� �� �.� � � 
� 	- 	� � � 
� � 	� �� �. 				

���� #� � / 	 +	' � � 
� 
� 	� � 	� � �#� � / 	 +	' � � 
� 
� 	� � 	� � �#� � / 	 +	' � � 
� 
� 	� � 	� � �#� � / 	 +	' � � 
� 
� 	� � 	� � � 				

���� , 
� �  � � 
� 	* � �� ��, 
� �  � � 
� 	* � �� ��, 
� �  � � 
� 	* � �� ��, 
� �  � � 
� 	* � �� �� 				
���� 
  � � 	� �� � � � �� �	� � �
  � � 	� �� � � � �� �	� � �
  � � 	� �� � � � �� �	� � �
  � � 	� �� � � � �� �	� � � 				

���� 0	� 
���� 	� � � 
��0	� 
���� 	� � � 
��0	� 
���� 	� � � 
��0	� 
���� 	� � � 
�� 				

				���� � �	%
� &�
� &	� ! � � �� �� �	%
� &�
� &	� ! � � �� �� �	%
� &�
� &	� ! � � �� �� �	%
� &�
� &	� ! � � �� � 				

���� � 
� $� � 	
 � ��� 												� 
� $� � 	
 � ��� 												� 
� $� � 	
 � ��� 												� 
� $� � 	
 � ��� 												
���� ���� � � � �� � � 	�  �+� � � �� � � 	�  �+� � � �� � � 	�  �+� � � �� � � 	�  �+				

���� �� �� � � � �
 � � �	� � � � � 				�� �� � � � �
 � � �	� � � � � 				�� �� � � � �
 � � �	� � � � � 				�� �� � � � �
 � � �	� � � � � 				

  � � � � �
 �
  � � � � �
 �
  � � � � �
 �
  � � � � �
 � 				

���� 
 �� � $� � � 	' �� � �
� � 							
 �� � $� � � 	' �� � �
� � 							
 �� � $� � � 	' �� � �
� � 							
 �� � $� � � 	' �� � �
� � 							
�  � � � � ��  � � � � ��  � � � � ��  � � � � � 				

���� ' 
� � �� � 	�  � � 												' 
� � �� � 	�  � � 												' 
� � �� � 	�  � � 												' 
� � �� � 	�  � � 												
���� ���� � � � �� � � 	�  �+	� � � �� � � 	�  �+	� � � �� � � 	�  �+	� � � �� � � 	�  �+					

���� � ��
� � �	� � � � &�� ��
� � �	� � � � &�� ��
� � �	� � � � &�� ��
� � �	� � � � &� 				

1 � � 	� � � � � � �	� �  � �  � �1 � � 	� � � � � � �	� �  � �  � �1 � � 	� � � � � � �	� �  � �  � �1 � � 	� � � � � � �	� �  � �  � � 				

�

We’re On the Web! 
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/

sauk/4h/YEPS.html 

�

We a re exc ited  to p rovide you w ith the first YEPS newsletter! This newsletter w ill 
a rrive in your ma ilbox three-four times per yea r and  w ill p rovide you and  your 
family w ith informa tion about environmenta l stewardship  p rojec ts in Sauk 
County. We hope to highlight some of the many YEPS suc c esses and  experi-
enc es you have had  in the environment. Tiffany Pohle, a  Ba rab oo High Sc hool 
student, is the newsletter c rea tor and  ed itor. If you would  like to c ontribute an 
a rtic le, p lease ema il Tiffany a t tiffy_pop@hotma il.c om. When possib le, future 
p rojec t announc ements w ill be inc luded  in this newsletter, but p lease c ontinue 
to c hec k the YEPS website for the most c urrent informa tion (www.uwex.ed u/
c es/ c ty/ sa uk/ 4h/ YEPS.html). If you would  like to rec eive YEPS ema il upda tes, 
p lease send  an ema il to Jessic a  Jens a t jessic a .jens@c es.uwex.ed u.  
 
We a re looking  forward  to an amazing  yea r of g rea t environmenta l YEPS p ro-
jec ts! We have many new p rojec ts p lanned  and  ideas in p rogress. Our goa l is to 
offer 1-2 YEPS p rojec ts per month from Marc h to November, a s well as c rea te 
severa l "self-d irec ted " YEPS p rojec ts you c an c omp lete any time of the day (or 
night). The YEPS p lanning  c ommittee is a lways looking  for new volunteers. This 
g roup  meets onc e per month and  helps selec t, c oord ina te, and  fac ilita te a ll 
the YEPS p rojec ts. If you a re interested , p lease c ontac t a  member of the c om-
mittee (see website). Tha nk you for your involvement in YEPS and  enjoy the 
newsletter. 
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On Sep tember 27, a  g roup  of over 40 c hild ren and  adults from a round  Sauk 
County met to p lant a  p ra irie a t a  former qua rry owned  by The Kraemer 
Company (TKC).  This p ra irie seed ing  was pa rt of a  rec lama tion p lan tha t The 
Kraemer Company had  in p lac e in c omp lianc e with a  sta te law tha t requires 
non-meta llic  mines to be rec la imed  from their mining  c ond ition a fter mining  
c eases a t tha t loc a tion.  The Sa uk County Planning  and  Zoning  offic e worked  
w ith The Kraemer Comp any and  YEPS to organize the ac tivity, order the seed , 
and  imp lement the site p repa ra tion. 
 
The Kraemer Company d id  the site p rep  by b ring ing  in topsoil to c over the 
qua rry floor and  g rad ing  it out.  They then assured  tha t the surfac e was d isc ed  
by a  loc a l fa rmer to p rovide good  soil c ontac t on the day the seed ing  took 
p lac e.  The a rea  tha t was seeded  was app roxima tely five ac res.  Most of the 
a rea  was p lanted  to p ra irie while pa rt was p lanted  to turf g rasses to ac t as a  
buffer and  fireb reak for future ac tivities.  The p ra irie seed  type was determined  
by Planning  & Zoning  sta ff based  on soil types and  na tive spec ies app rop ria te 
for the a rea .  We p lanted  a  mix of g rasses and  forbs (w ild flowers) tha t a re 

(Continued on page 2) 
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tiffy_pop@hotmail.c om 



(Continued from page 1) 

c onsidered  a  ta ll g rass p ra irie.  At ma ture estab lishment, this p ra irie mix 
c ould  reac h heights of 8 feet ta ll. Our p ra irie mix inc luded  Big  and  Little 
Bluestem and  Ind iangrass for g ra sses.  Wild flowers inc luded   Purp le 
Coneflower, Blazingsta r, and  Ra ttlesnake Master.  This is a  type of 
p ra irie c ommunity tha t existed  p rior to European settlement and  the 
c essa tion of fires ac ross the landsc ape.  Historic a lly fires and  gra zing  
anima ls were the tools tha t ma inta ined  the p ra iries and  kep t b rush and  
trees from invad ing .   Onc e estab lished , this p ra irie w ill require 
ma intenanc e inc lud ing  fire and / or mowing.  It is the hope of the YEPS 
organiza tion tha t p rojec ts like this c an p rovide insp ira tion to the youth 
who c oopera te in their estab lishment as well as the p rojec t sponsors 
and  other members of the c ommunity tha t environmenta l p rotec tion p rojec ts and  p romotion of 
environmenta l hea ling  a re worthwhile endeavors to c ontinue and  p romote.  
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c ontrolling  invasive p lants like w ild  pa rsnip , ga rlic  
musta rd , and  bush honeysuc kle. Pheasants Forever 
has been very supp ortive of the entire p rojec t for the 
past three yea rs, even though only about a  third  of 
the a rea  will be true pheasant hab ita t in the future.  
 
 “ We a re a  hab ita t 
organiza tion,”  sa id  
Cra ig  Sc hlender, 
p resident of the loc a l 
c hap ter. “ We rea lize 
tha t we c an help  a ll 
w ild life spec ies while 
we’ re help ing  the 
pheasant.”  Sta tew ide 
Pheasants Forever has c rea ted  104,000 ac res of 
w ild life hab ita t sinc e 1985. “ In add ition, we’ re 
foc using  more on youth educ a tion these days,”  
added  Sc hlender. “ They a re the future of 
c onserva tion.”  Eac h youth volunteer rec eived  a  free 
Pheasants Forever Ringnec ks membership . Pheasants 
Forever has p lans for four youth ac tivities eac h yea r 
and  looks forward  to pa rtnering  w ith YEPS on some of 
them. To find  out more a bout Pheasants Forever, 
c ontac t Cra ig  Sc hlender a t 1106 Tillberry Drive, 
Ba raboo, (608) 356-8581. 

Sauk County Pheasants Forever sponsored  a  34-ac re 
p ra irie p lanting  a t Mirror Lake Sta te Pa rk on 
November 13.  The wea ther was delightfully c risp  
and  c lea r w ith a  light b reeze to help  sp read  seed . 
App roxima tely 37 volunteers c ame - a  nic e b lend  of 

YEPS, Mirror Lake sta ff, and  
Friends of Mirror Lake Sta te 
Pa rk. These volunteers eac h 
had  a  paper bag of p ra irie 
seed  mixed  w ith sawdust 
and  were instruc ted  to 
sp read  the mixture over an 
ac re marked  out by flags. 

These seeds had  to be sp read  by hand  bec ause 
they were too sma ll to go through the mac hine tha t 
w ill p lant the other p ra irie seeds. This p lanting  is just a  
sma ll pa rt of a  500–ac re restora tion a t the Pa rk tha t 
Pheasants Forever is 
help ing  the DNR with. 
They a re restoring  p ra irie 
in old  fa rm fields, oak 
savanna , and  oak 
wood land . In add ition to 
p lanting  p ra irie, they a re 
using  p resc ribed  fire to  
enc ourage na tive p lants, 
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“ We realize that we 

can help all wildlife 

species while we’ re 

helping the pheasant.”  �
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We a re still in the p roc ess of develop ing  a  name for this YEPS newsletter. We a re going  to c ond uc t a   

c ontest to get a  fresh, c rea tive title tha t fits YEPS perfec tly.  Prizes w ill be awarded ! If you have any ideas,
c ontac t Tiffany a t: tiffy_pop@hotma il.c om.  Dead line for title suggestions is Marc h 9.  Thanks!  
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On Sunday, Oc tober 24, 2004, youth from the 
YEPS p rogram went to the Interna tiona l Crane 
Founda tion to c ollec t p ra irie seed  for the Ald o 
Leop old  Founda tion.  Pa rtic ipants spent about 
two hours on the site lea rning  about p ra irie and 
oak savanna  and  c ollec ting  the seeds of 
Showy Goldenrod  (Solidago spec iosa ).  In tota l 
they c ollec ted  a lmost two pounds of seed , to-
ta ling  a round  350,000 ind ividua l seeds.  This was 
a  ma jor c ontribution toward  the tota l needed  
of tha t spec ies for a  fa ll p lanting .  The Ald o Leo-
pold  Founda tion p lanted  65 ac res using  seed  
from 66 na tive p ra irie p lant spec ies on the 
north side of the Wisc onsin 
River.  This p ra irie w ill abut a  
la rge wetland  restora tion, 
help ing  to c rea te an exten-
sive a rea  tha t is restored  to 
the p re-settlement mosa ic . 
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This yea r YEPS is p lanning  on c rea ting  some "self-
d irec ted " stewardship  p rojec ts. These p rojec ts w ill a llow 
youth to ea rn "YEPS hours" by pa rtic ipa ting  in organized  
stewardship  p rojec ts tha t youth c an c omp lete any 
time (suc h as-b lueb ird  house monitoring , beetle rea r-
ing , and  gyp sy moth monitoring .) 
 
Pheasants Forever Ringnec ks is sponsoring  a  Blueb ird  
House Build ing  Day to kic k-off the self-d irec ted  Blueb ird  
House Monitoring  Projec t. This YEPS p rojec t w ill be on 
Sa turday, Marc h 12, from 10:00 a .m. - 12:00 p .m. a t the 
Grea t Wolf Lodge in Wisc onsin Dells. At this event, you 
w ill be ab le to make severa l b lueb ird  houses, lea rn 
about monitoring  these houses, and  leave w ith infor-
ma tion about how to c omp lete this self-d irec ted  YEPS 
p rojec t a t home. If you w ish to just c ome for the    
morning , make b lueb ird  houses, and  not pa rtic ipa te in 
the self-d irec ted  pa rt of this p rojec t, tha t©s fine too! As 
usua l, g roup  ac tivities, a n educ a tiona l p rogram, and  
snac ks w ill be p rovided . Pa rtic ipants must be in 3rd  
g rade or above. Younger pa rtic ipants a re welc ome, 
but an adult must ac c ompany them and  help  with the 
p rojec t. Bec ause of the supp lies needed , p lease RSVP 
Penny Pohle (355-3245 or ppohle@c o.sa uk.w i.us) by  
Friday, Feb rua ry 25. Wa tc h the website for more         
informa tion. 


